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POLICE — STAFF — 2018–19 STATE BUDGET 
332. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Police: 
I have a supplementary question. How does the minister expect the police to effectively protect the 
Western Australian community with cuts to staff and without proper equipment, including the anti-stab vests the 
minister promised but has not funded in this budget? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
We have increased the number of sworn police officers. At budget time last year I advised that 138 additional 
police officers would be engaged over a two-year period. The meth border force would get 100 of those. That 
border force has been incredibly effective. We have also provided an x-ray truck to complement those operations. 
This morning I demonstrated that in two recent police operations, the police had recovered over two kilograms of 
methamphetamine, over one kilogram of cocaine, MDMA tablets, cash and other things. Those drugs have been 
taken out of the community. Some were recovered from the airport, some from mail centres, some from regional 
centres and some were from the metropolitan area. They were taken from homes in Kalgoorlie, Geraldton, and 
Bunbury, which were targeted because wastewater results showed that methamphetamine use in those 
communities is among the highest in Australia. The police are getting on with the job and we have provided them 
with the resources to do that. 
We also very concerned about the road toll in regional areas. That is why we have provided an additional 
25 officers for the regional enforcement unit and 13 additional officers for extended-hour police stations. That is 
138 additional officers. That is an increase and they are being recruited over a period of two years—last year and 
this coming financial year. We will refresh the 150 positions. Every one of those officers will be replaced by the 
end of next year. 
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